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DIGITALEUROPE and national associations disagree with 
the United States of America on the Microsoft Warrant 

Case  
Brussels, 18 January 2018 

 

DIGITALEUROPE files with the Supreme Court an amicus curia brief that represents 62 multinational technology 
companies and 37 national trade associations across the EU, accounting for 25,000 SMEs and 2 million employees. 

Brussels, January 18 2018 – Today, DIGITALEUROPE, BITKOM, TECH IN France, and Syntec Numérique have filed its 
amicus curiae (friends of the court) brief to the Supreme Court of the United States of America on the Microsoft 
warrant case. DIGITALEUROPE believes the outcome of the Supreme Court case could lead to unacceptable U.S. 
Government access to data in Europe, which would violate European law. 

“This case is about respecting other nations’ laws and processes”, states Cecilia-Bonefeld-Dahl, Director General 
of DIGITALEUROPE.  “An opinion favouring the US Government may erode the trust of consumers, who rely on the 
application of E.U., not United States, data privacy rules.  Those customers may hesitate to entrust their data to 
technology companies that are within reach of the United States’ criminal process.”  

The amicus brief warns of the risks of a U.S. Supreme Court ruling in favour of the US government’s position and 
the impact it could have on European and U.S. companies:  

Companies may have to choose between defiance of a United States warrant or the risk of substantial 
administrative, monetary, or even criminal penalties if the data transfer runs afoul of the E.U.’s stringent data 
protection rules.  That potential conflict will acutely affect almost every industry stakeholder in the technology 
community.  

Companies may increasingly block cross-border access to data to avoid liability and to satisfy market demand for 
privacy protection.  The partition of the Internet along national borders would adversely affect hundreds of 
millions of customers who rely on seamless access to data and the other benefits of cloud computing.  It also may 
erode the trust of consumers, who rely on the application of E.U., not United States, data privacy rules.  Those 
customers may hesitate to entrust their data to technology companies that are within reach of the United States’ 
criminal process.   

The foreign policy implications of the government’s position are also troubling.  The government’s position may 
push other countries to retreat from the digital economy and accelerate the trend toward data localization laws 
that restrict the flow of information across borders.  That development would harm U.S. economic and diplomatic 
interests and inhibit the full economic potential of the Internet.  In addition, if the government’s position were 
the rule, other countries would be able to claim the reciprocal authority to seize data stored in the United States 
and transfer it abroad without regard to U.S. law or privacy regulations.   
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For more information please contact:  
 
Lionel Sola, Communications and Political Outreach Director  
lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org  or +32 492 25 84 32 
 
Ray Pinto, Policy and Member Relations Director  
ray.pinto@digitaleurope.org  or +32 472 55 84 02  
 

ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and 
implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 60 corporate members and 37 
national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our recent news and activities: 
http://www.digitaleurope.org     @DIGITALEUROPE 

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera,  Lenovo, Lexmark,  LG 
Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, 
Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp 
Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, 
VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique, 
TECH IN France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK
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